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Master Norbu Tsering:

Master Norbu Tsering:

A Tribute to Our Beloved Teacher

On this momentous occasion of the 27th Shoton Tibetan
Opera Festival in Dharamsala India. we would like to pay our
homage and deepest respects to our most beloved teacher —
Master Norbu Tsering. This legendary artist, who has nurtured
the talents of all the artist performing during this festival,
will forever be remembered as one of the architects of the
revival of Tibetan performing arts in exile. The late master
was truly the repository of the precious Ache Lhamo tradition,
who wholeheartedly devoted his entire life preserving and
promoting the art. He was also never afraid of experimenting
and innovating as he took the initiative of producing new
Tibetan operas in the Ache Lhamo tradition based on the
lives of legendary ThangtongGyalpo, Milarepa, The Great
5th Dalai Lama, Dhepa Tenpa, and Drime Kunden. As we
pay our tribute to our late teacher, we hope and pray that we
can continue to build upon his legacy for the benefit of the
generations to come.
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Master Norbu Tsering was born in 1927 in Lhasa to a

family steeped in the Ache Lhamo tradition. As his father,
he became a member of the Kyormolung-pa Lhamo group
and performed during Shoton festival (the famous Tibetan
opera festival) taking on different roles and toured several
places inside Tibet and China. After escaping into exile in
1961 after being imprisoned and put in a labor camp by the
Chinese government, Master Norbu started building his Ache
Lhamo legacy, first in and around Kalimpong and Darjeeling
in Northeastern part of India and later in Dharamsala, the seat
of the Tibetan government in exile. After consulting with His
Holiness the Dalai Lama and as per his guidance, he joined
the Tibetan Music, Dance, and Drama Society (later renamed
as Tibetan Institute of Performing Arts), where he spent the
rest of his life. He passed away in 2013.
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Synopsis of Tibetan Opera Sukyi Nyima

Synopsis of Tibetan Opera Sukyi Nyima

Tibetan Opera, known as Ache Lhamo or simply Lhamo, was
founded in the 18th century by the renowned Tibetan Buddhist
scholar Thangtong Gyalpo. When Thangtong Gyalpo saw
the residents of his town undertaking dangerous travel to
cross the mighty rivers of Tibet to gain access to Dharma,
he deeply felt the need to build bridges over these rivers to
save people’s lives. Thangtong Gyalpo needed resources
to build these bridges, so he founded Tibetan Opera as a
means to fund his project. Among his work force he trained
seven sisters who were adept as singers and dancers, and
they performed while Thangtong Gyalpo himself played the
drum and cymbal. Onlookers, struck by the beauty of the
seven sisters and the grace of the performances, exclaimed
that the sisters were like goddesses themselves performing.
Thus the term Ache Lhamo, meaning “goddess sister” was
coined for Tibetan Opera. Opera was very popular in Tibet,
and by the 19th century each major district had a permanent
troupe of its own.

Tibetan Opera is traditionally performed in the open air under
a broad canopy. In old Tibet a performance could last several
days, and so was regarded fondly like a fair or picnic. The
stories in Tibetan Opera focus on Buddhist thoughts such
as compassion, kindness, forgiveness, and the law of cause
and effect. There are ten opera repertoires, and much of the
performance is left to the imagination of the audience as the
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stage is devoid of scenery or props. The rhythmic recitation

of verses and singing called namthar is unique to Tibetan
Opera, and enthusiasts listen to it keenly.

Tibetan Opera always begins with an introductory rite
consisting of three prominent characters: Ngonpa (the blue-
masked hunter), Gyalu (the elder), and Rigna (the Dakinis).
They open the performance with a stage-purification dance.
After this, the narrator offers a prelude to the story as it
unfolds.

In keeping the tradition of Tibetan Opera alive, the annual
Shoton Festival is held in India. During this week-long opera
festival, each opera troupe presents a full day’s performance.
However, Tibetan Opera is now commonly adapted to a two-
hour format to meet the scarcity of time in the West.

Today we present to you one of the most popular Tibetan
Operas, Sukyi Nyima.
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Prelude

Prelude

There once was a kingdom near Bodhgaya in India whose
monarch worshipped an evil god to whom the people
sacrificed many animals. Drangsong, a saintly old hermit
who lived nearby, deplored these cruel practices and hoped
the ruler and his people would instead practice Buddhism.

Act One
Scene 1

One day an elderly couple from the upper part of the country
comes to seek teachings from Drangsong, and presents him
with a white cloth as a gift. They say, “O Reverend Drangsong,
hear the plea of the elderly and bestow upon us the teachings
of Dharma. We offer this white cloth to you as a show of

gratitude.”

Drangsong replies, “For the benefit of all sentient beings, |
will give you the teachings of Dharma and accept the white
cloth as an offering.”

Drangsong dons the white cloth for several nights, and on
the seventh night he experiences a wet dream. The next
day he washes the cloth in a nearby stream. Soon after,
a doe drinks from the stream and miraculously becomes
pregnant. Drangsong cares for the deer, and in nine months
and ten days amidst extraordinary rainbows and uncommonly
bright sunrays, the deer gives birth to a human baby girl.
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Immediately after its birth, the baby begins to recite the mantra

of the Buddha of Compassion.

Drangsong comments, “With the millions of bright sunrays
that shone upon your birth, | shall name you Sukyi Nyima,
meaning as radiant as the sun.” Sukyi Nyima grew up to be

very beautiful, and lived happily with Drangsong in his cave.
Scene 2

In the palace, a minister announces the entrance of the
king. The king names as his successor his elder son Dawa
Sengey, and instructs him to pay respect to the state oracle
and request divination regarding finding a suitable wife.

Scene 3

Amidst his coronation, Dawa Sengey sets off to meet the
oracle. The newly-crowned king enters the stage riding a
horse, then undertakes a long journey by boat.

The narrator then announces the entrance of the state oracle
and his entourage.

Dawa Sengey addresses the oracle: “Listen to the songs of
Dawa Sengey. My father and forefathers have always consulted
you and | have come today to ask for the same. | am looking
for a suitable bride and seek your divination.” In a meditative
trance, the oracle instructs the young king to travel east to
meet his future wife. The secretary for the oracle performs
a comic slapstick routine while transcribing the prophecy.
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Act One

Scene 4

On his return to the palace the king is met by an evil low-caste
girl named Rigngen Bhumo, who is determined to become
queen and makes every effort to cross paths with the king.
Disguised as a princess, she seduces the king and offers
him chang (barley beer) and says, “This is fine aged barley
beer, prepared as a labor of love. | offer this nectar to your
highness to enjoy.”

The young king, unaware of Rigngen Bhumo’s evil intentions,
falls for her beauty and speculates that she is his destined
wife. He takes her to his palace, where they celebrate their
marriage.

On the rooftop of the palace lives a clairvoyant patriotic parrot.
Concerned about the king and the future of the kingdom, the
parrot flies to the king and reveals the evil origin of Rigngen
Bhumo. However, the king ignores and dismisses the parrot.

Scene 5

One day a wild boar enters the palace garden and uproots
all the plants and flowers. Rigngen Bhumo summons the
hunter to be rid of the boar. The hunter chases the animal
into the woods, but it disappears into thin air. Instead, a deer
appears before him. He hunts for the deer, and delves deeper
into the forest. Then, the deer too disappears. The hunter
is now hopelessly lost, and wanders in the forest for days.
Eventually he comes across the marks on earth of a water
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vessel an ladle by a stream. Assuming that someone comes

to draw water from the stream, he waits in hope of receiving

directions. Lost and tired, the hunter falls asleep.

Sukyi Nyima then arrives to draw water from the stream. The
hunter wakes to the sound of her singing, and is astonished at
her beauty. He approaches to ask for directions home, or for
any protective charm to aid his safe return. Frightened, Sukyi
Nyima runs to her father and reports the incident. Drangsong
hands her a charm to give to the hunter and instructs her to
show him the way to the palace.

Scene 6

The hunter returns to the palace and, anticipating a reward,
reports his discovery of Sukyi Nyima. The King wishes to see
her himself and orders the hunter to escort him to the forest.
When they arrive at the stream, Sukyi Nyima is gathering
fruit. Dawa Sengey falls in love with Sukyi Nyima at first
sight, and immediately holds the frightened girl by the dress
to propose marriage. Sukyi Nyima responds, “Do not hold
me down like this. If you must, please address the matter to
Drangsong, my father.”

The king approaches Drangsong and declares that he is the
new king Dawa Sengey, and asks for his daughter’s hand.
Drangsong declines, and the king attempts to kill himself in
despair. Drangsong intervenes, and gives his daughter’s
hand in marriage.
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Act One

As a going-away rite, Drangsong gives Sukyi Nyima a white
pearl rosary as a protective amulet. He advises her never
to part with the rosary and never to trust it in the hands of
anyone else. He also asks her to look back to him from each
pass as they travel, to bid farewell. However, Sukyi Nyima
is enamored with the king and forgets. Drangsong becomes
very sad, and dies. The goddesses fly to him, and guide his
soul to heaven.

Scene 7

The king returns to his palace with Sukyi Nyima and celebrates
their wedding. They live happily together, and in time she
gives birth to a son. However, Sukyi Nyima misses her father
very much and is homesick. The king summons Yama the
court dancer to entertain Sukyi Nyima to keep her mind from
her sadness. Yama is a skilled dancer and singer, but also
proficient in witchcraft.

Scene 8

Yama secretly visits Rigngen Bhumo. She confides to Yama,
“I was once the apple of the king’s eye and had all the love and
attention. Now | am forgotten and even restricted by the king
from coming anywhere near him.” Rigngen Bhumo promises
Yama a fortune if she could help be rid of the king’s new wife,
and Yama happily agrees to kill Sukyi Nyima.

Yama casts her black magic to kill Sukyi Nyima, but to her
astonishment it has no effect. Yama turns to astrology to

75



§-§5'§=N‘§;'n53§'m1

find the reason, which reveals the presence of the protective

amulet. Yama persuades Sukyi Nyima to loan her the amulet
for a day, saying, “All the wives of the king are jealous and
want to curse you. | am glad they have not been successful.
Perhaps you have a protective amulet that is guarding you.
I would very much appreciate if | could keep it with me for a

day to receive its blessings as well.”

Sukyi Nyima replies, “I have nothing special on me, except
for a pearl rosary from my father. | am happy to let you borrow

it for a day.”

Yama and Rigngen Bhumo create a duplicate of the pearl
rosary, and the next day Yama returns the fake amulet to
Sukyi Nyima.

Yama then casts her black magic and Sukyi Nyima falls to the
ground, unconscious. While Sukyi Nyima is still unconscious,
Yama kills the king’s favorite white elephant, cuts it apart, and
places the sword in Sukyi Nyima’s hand to frame her. The
king is furious to find that Sukyi Nyima has committed such
an evil act, and draws his sword to kill her. However, just then
the clairvoyant parrot intervenes and tells the king that Sukyi
Nyima is innocent. The king spares her.
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Act Two

Act Two
Scene 1

When Yama and the evil queen’s attempts to kill Sukyi Nyima
fail, they instead plan to kill the king and Sukyi Nyima’s second
child, a newborn. One night while the king and Sukyi Nyima
are asleep, Yama sneaks in their bedroom and murders the
newborn. Yama then plants the knife and the dead baby in
Sukyi Nyima’s hands.

Scene 2

The next morning when the king discovers this, he is enraged
and draws his sword to kill Sukyi Nyima. However, the
clairvoyant parrot again intervenes and says, “Do not be
blinded by what you see, my king. | swear to you Sukyi Nyima
is innocent. | have nothing to prove it otherwise. Perhaps I can
prove my words this way: cut my neck and | will bleed only
white blood.”

The enraged king kills the parrot, and the parrot bleeds white
blood.

Scene 3.

Despite the parrot’s words, the king cannot ignore the deaths
since his marriage to Sukyi Nyima. He concludes that she is
a demon in disguise, and summons the infamous butchers
and says, “Queen Sukyi Nyima is a demon in disguise, and |

wish to be rid of her. Take her to the mountains and tie her up.
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Let the wild animals prey upon her.”

In the mountains, the merciless butchers bind Sukyi Nyima
and shout for the wild animals to come. The deer mother of
Sukyi Nyima learns about her misfortunes and pleads with the
animals to spare her daughter. As the wild animals approach
Sukyi Nyima, they instead fall upon the butchers.

Sukyi Nyima at once recognizes her mother. She holds the
deer and says, “Life is full of sufferings, and | wish to live
the remainder of my life in the practice of Dharma. To begin, |
will meditate for three years. | need you to attend to me while

I do so.”
Scene 4

After meditating for three years, the Buddha of Compassion,
Chenray Sig appeared before her and says, it's time to work
toward spreading Buddhism in the kingdom of Semkyi Lodoe
to alleviate the sufferings of its people. Sukyi Nyima disguises
herself as a wandering minstrel named Lama Mani and
goes from town to town spreading the messages of Dharma.
Hundreds of people come to listen to her teachings and are
greatly moved.

Among them is none other than Yama, who has repented her
actions and confesses them to Lama Mani: “I have sinned
and seek redemption. Clouded by greed I have killed the king’s
white elephant and his newborn child, and | am responsible

for the death of queen Sukyi Nyima. | am surrendering to you
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Act Two

this pearl rosary, a protective amulet | stole. Please pray for

me so that | might be spared from the karma.”

Sukyi Nyima is filled with compassion. She forgives Yama
and prays for her happiness.

The popularity of Lama Mani’s teachings reaches the ears of
the king’s most trusted minister, Aku Nagee, and he pays a
visit to hear the Lama Mani. While listening to the teachings,
he notices her conch-like teeth, a special feature known only
to queen Sukyi Nyima. The more he looks, the more he is
convinced that Lama Mani is the queen Sukyi Nyima herself.
He hurries to the king and reports this.

Scene 5

The king rushes to see Lama Mani and begs for forgiveness.
He says, “Blinded by anger, I failed to see you as you are. Little
did | know about your great virtues, and | caused you immense
suffering. Forgive me my queen, and please consider returning
to the palace and to your only son, and for the happiness of

all sentient beings.”

Sukyi Nyima forgives the king and returns to the palace.
The king orders the arrest of Rigngen Bhumo and Yama for
treason.

Sukyi Nyima and the king lived happily ever after, and soon
had another son called Nyimay Singe. The people of the
kingdom paid their respects to the king and queen with gifts.

79



FFF A=V
Buddhism was brought to the kingdom of Semkyi Lodoe, and

everyone received the light of Dharma.
Conclusion

Just as the opening of a Tibetan Opera has specific rituals, so
does the closing. The concluding rite consists of praying for
the happiness, health, and good luck of all gathered for the
performance and of all sentient beings. Rituals include tossing
barley flour into the air as a gesture of wishing victory to the
gods. Finally, the opera performance ends with a traditional
Tibetan circle dance, and the stage opens to the audience
to take part in the celebration.
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TOTAL DONATION RECEIVED
TOTAL DONATION RECEIVED

Donation received from Bay Area $5102.00
Donation received from Other Places $2167.00
Donation received from Boston $4,759.00
Dr. Kalsang Dhondhen la,Dharamsala $. 6000.00
Dawa Tashi la, Dharamsala $250.00

Donation from Satho Tsering Wangmo air ticket for guest
artist benefit performance $ 1,893.62

TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED $ 18,278.00
DONORS FROM BAY AREA.

A Special Thanks to each and every one of the list below for

their support !
1. | Yangchen Changra la $500.00
2. | Yangchen Lhamo Sharzur $201.00
3. | Acha Anyuk la (Canada) $200.00
4. | Chemey Youdon Dhongsar la $150.00
5. | Sonam Choekyi la & Tsewang la $150.00
6. | Penpala $ 150.00
7. | Kunjo Tashi $ 150.00
8. | Tenzin Tsering la $121.00
9. | Choezin la & Thakchoe la $ 115.00
10. | Tenzin Dhonyo la & family $ 113.00
11. | Tsetan Phuntsokla, $113.00
12. | Marianne Mo Yan Wang SF, $108.00
13. | Merilyn & George SF $100.00
14. | Chemi Wangchuk Choera la $105.00
15. | Dechen Tsering la $105.00
16. | Tashi Tsering la (Orissa) $ 105.00
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17. | Dhondup Tsering la & Migmar Kyipala $105.00
18. | Tsedor la & Tsering la $105.00
19. | Nechung Gyaltsen la $ 100.00
20. | Dhondup Tsering la (Semshuk Phundha ) $101.00
21. | Peldon la $ 100.00
22. | Jigme la & Datse la $101.00
23. | Thupten la & Ngawang Dolma la $101.00
24. | Dadon la & Norbu Tsering la $101.00
25. | Phurbu Tsering la NY exTipa $101.00
26. | Kalsang Yangdon la & Passang Norbu la $100.00
27. | Dawa Choekyi la $ 100.00.
28. | Kelsang Dorjee la $ 100.00
29. | Chaga Tulku la $100.00
30. | Sangay Dorjee Bhusur la & family $75.00
31. | Dolma Tsering Tara la $75.00
32. | Dechen Wangmo la $ 60.00
33. | Ngawang la $ 60.00
34. | Tsering D Bawa la $55.00
35. | 35Losang Tsering La, SF $55.00
36. | Thinley Doga la $35.00
37. | Pasang Dolma la & Dhargyal la $50.00
38. | Tenzin Ngawang la $50.00
39. | Lobsang Tsering la $55.00
40. | Lhasa Choedak la & Dawa la $50.00
41. | Kunga la & Dolma la $50.00
42. | Tenzin Gyurme la & family $50.00
43. | Jigme Lhamo la - SF $50.00
44. | Tashi Namgyal la $ 50.00.
45. | Tsering Gyurmey la (Nechung) $50.00
46. | Loten Jigme la $30.00
47. | Nano la $41.00
48. | Penpa Bhuti la $35.00
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DONORS FROM BOSTON

49. | Kongpo Topgyal la $35.00
50. | Kunsang Lhamo la $30.00
51. | Tsering Youdon la $25.00
52. | Kunchok Choedon la $20.00
53. | Pasang Dolma la $20.00
54. | Tsering Choephel la $20.00
55. | Dorjee Youdon la $20.00
56. | Penpa Tsering la $20.00
57. | Dorjee Tsering la $20.00
58. | Lobsang Choezom la $20.00
59. | Tsering Palmo la $25.00
60. | Dawa Gyalpo la $20.00.
| 56 | Pema Kyizom la | Rs. 500.00

DONORS FROM BOSTON

Thanks to Tenzin Woesaer, Tenzin Yangdol and Namkhang

Lhamo for their support in raising fund.

1. | Phuni Kim Meston Eames $.500.00
2. | Kunga la (Construction) $300.00
3. | Lobsang la (Construction) $250.00
4. | Tse Topgyal la $200.00
5. | Sangpo la and Kelsang la $150.00
6. | Tsering Youdon la $ 150.00
7. | Ngawang Sangmo la $101.00
8. | Sonam & Lhamo la $101.00
9. | Tenzin Lhadon la $100.00
10. | Lhadon la (Sunday school Student) $ 100.00
11. | Dhundup la $ 100.00
12. | Gen Nyima. Acha Choedolma la $ 100.00
13. | Shatsang la $100.00
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14. | Rabgyay la & A Sinon la $100.00
15. | Karma la $ 100.00
16. | Tenzin Dhakpa la $100.00
17. | Kelsang Phuntsok la $100.00
18. | Tashi Wangmo la $100.00
19. | Kalden Lobsang la $100.00
20. | Tenzin Lektsok la $ 100.00
21. | Namkhang Lhamo la $100.00
22. | Tenzin Norgyal la $100.00
23. | Tsultrim Palden la $90.00
24. | Kelsang Choephel la $60.00
25. | Tsomo Arlington la $55.00
26. | Tsering Tsomo la $55.00
27. | Thinley Choedon la $55.00
28. | Chime Gurung la $51.00
29. | Tamdin Tsepel la $51.00
30. | Lhenzey la $50.00
31. | Tenzin Choegyal la $50.00
32. | Soepa Family $50.00
33. | Lhamo’s Pala $ 50.00
34. | Tsering Tsomo la $50.00
35. | Gen Ogen Tsomo la $50.00
36. | Nyima Tashi la $50.00
37. | Kalsang Gyatso la $50.00
38. | Payang la $50.00
39. | Ngodup Dorjee la $50.00
40. | Tenzin Gyalpo la $50.00
41. | Chime Karvitsang la $45.00
42. | Tsewang Gyalmo la $40.00
43. | Dukar la $40.00
44. | Jampa Bhetsang la $40.00
45. | Tsering Samdup la & Acha Tsomo la $40.00
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ONLINE DONORS

46. | Karma Baroc la $40.00
47. | Ama Sonam $30.00
48. | Tenzin Kunkyap la $30.00
49. | Ngawang Samdup la $30.00
50. | Tsoktso Yama la $30.00
51. | Gen Tsewang Norbu la $30.00
52. | Lobsang Chodon la $25.00
53. | Tsewang La $20.00
54. | Thupten Samdup la $20.00
55. | Tenzin Lhamo la $20.00
56. | Tsering Wangmo Tsotu la $20.00
57. | Tsering Wangmo la $20.00
58. | Yeshi Dakpa la $20.00
59. | Gen Tsering Gyurmey la $20.00
60. | Sedon Lhamo la $20.00
61. | Kunga Tashi la $20.00
62. | Ghana Gurung la $20.00
63. | Chime la $ 10.00
64. | Dolma Tsering la $10.00
ONLINE DONORS

1. | Wangchuk la, NY $363.00
2. | Rinzin Choedron la, Washington DC $305.00
3. | Sheyrab la’s Mom Ngawang Chodron la Los Angeles | $305.00
4. | Pema Chazoetsang la, Salt Lake. $200.00
5. | NY & NJ ExTipa NY $.205.00
6. | Tsering Dolker & Lharik Dhakpa $200.00
7. | Khalsa Gurujas $ 150.00
8. | Gen Pempa Dolma la, LosAngeles $120.00
9. | Tenzin Dhamchoe la — Los Angeles $108.00
10. | Chisur Tenzin Choedhen la,Los Angeles $101.00
11. | Tenzin Younden la, ExTipa boston $100.00
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12. | Tsering Doma & Sheyrab la, Los Angeles $100.00
13. | Tenzin Nyeden la, NY exTipa $ 100.00
14. | Anna Morcom la — Los Angeles. $ 100.00
15. | Trimshipa Surpa Tsering Dhondup la, MN $50.00
16. | Thupten Gawa la — Boulder Co $50.00
17. | Phurba Sherpa la — Santa Fe $50.00
18. | Lhakpa L. SherpaLos Angeles. $.50.00
19. | Dechen Dolma la $50.00
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Chaksampa Tibetan Dance & Opera Company will participate in
the upcoming 27th annual Shoton opera Festival. The festival will
take place April 10-25, 2024 at the Tibetan institute of performing
Arts in Dharamsala, India



